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Opportun
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1ty that must

not be frittered away

While Manmohan Singh failed to bring a sea change in India-Pakistan ties due to the fack of support from his
own party and the Opposition, Narendra Modi must not lose the opportunity that has been presented g

rime Minister Narendra

Modi’s surprise visit to

Lahore shouéd be seen as

a timely and significant

step tO\);'ards cxgt!;ltglg a
logical reality which no sane per-
son in India, Pakistan or the entire
sub-continent can ignore. We need
to shun any grandiose vision of a
union between India, Bangladesh
and Pakistan. Instead, emphasis at
this stage should be on fn the
first steps towards a healthy, friend-
Iy and mutually respectful relation-
ship between countries of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, in which,
the relationship between India and
Pakistan forms the very core of the
future of South Asia.

The European Union is by far
the most compelling example today
of neighbouring countries formin;
an economic and quasi-politi
union, which culminated from the
construction of mutual trust and
acceptance of mutual interest
among nations that fought bloody
wars
hostility: However, the EU, which
even today faces some fissiparous
pressures, did not come about
overnight and hardly happened by
design. What is today the EU ger-
minated initially in the form of the
European Coal and Steel
Cammunityé:i'ith partidpaﬁontl;y
Germany, ium, France, the
Netherlands, Itz?l;zd Luxemburg,

This entity was established in
1952, and was essentially the out-
come of a common desire to ensure
that in the re-building of Europe,
the coal and steel industries in the
countries involved would be able to
withstand competition from else-
where. It was for this reason that
Britain was initially kept out of this
community. The ECSC led to sev-
eral other bodies being added to
support the common economic
interest of the members of this body;
with gradual expansion of member-
ship as well. The rest, as they say, is
history. Itwas in 1992, a full 40 years
later that the Maastricht Treaty
came into existence, which brought
about the first concrete steps
towards European integration.

Mr Modisopening to Pakistan,
which has received wida&mad
support from across the world, and
most definitely from Pakistan,
now needs to give way to some
concrete measures by which in the
short-term at least the ab
trade between India and Pakistan
can be built up along with cultur-
Sipelt i putheic b dvee tads
ships.It is ic that di
between India, Pakistan is well
below three billion dollars per
year. Even more unsatisfactory is

ugh several centuries of

VR

the fact that trade takes place
through third countries, maink
Dubai and the United Ara
Emirates, at about 3.5 to four bil-
lion. After almost seven decades of
partition, these facts are a sad com-
mentary on the neglect of mutual
economic interest, which have
remained hostage to political and
religious bigotry.

Political leaders on both sides
must now change their priorities
and actions, and so must the pub-
lic at large. However this will not

happen unless there is freer move) iic

ment of people and ideasacross the
border.For several years now; there
has been a growing realisation
among professionals in the coun-
tries of the region that there would
be enormous win-win opportuni-
ties in integration of energy supply
across South Asia. Ne;l??t ofp tﬁis
reality led, for instance, to the lost
rtunity of the Iran-Pakistan-
ia gas pipeline, This project was
initially conceptualised by Al
Shams Ardekani of Iran (later
DPeputy Foreign Minister of Iran)
and myself way back in 1989.

At that stage, Iran was willing
to offer extremely favourable
terms. Despite a rigorous exercise
in arriving at a robust contractu-
al framework with the involvement
of prominent politicians from
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INDIA AND PAKISTAN
SHOULD AVOID THE
EXPERIENCE OF BITTER

“RELATIONS BETWEEN:iadiaand

THE US AND IRAN.
ISOLATING IRAN AND
NOT TREATING IT AS A
SERIOUS PRESENCE IN
WEST ASIA, IFNOT IN
ASIA, HAS BEEN A
MAJOR
FLAW OF THE US
FOREIGN POLICY

b,

India, Nepal and Pakistan, age-old
suspicions and animosity between
India and Pakistan came in the way
of this project taking off. We now
see the initiation of the
Turkmenistan- Afghanistan-
Pakistan-India pipeline, and it is
hoped that this wiﬁge implement-
ed rapidly, despite several problems
that it faces. It is also hoped that
at the same time, other initiatives
are taken in hand for an integrat-
ed energy market in Saarc,

The people and leadership of
i Pakistar should avoid the
experience of bitter.refations
between the US and Iran, following
the Iranian revolution of 1979.
Isolating Iran and not treating it as
a serious presence in the West Asia,
if not in Asia, has been a major flaw
of the US foreign palicy. ut 15
years ago, I held a conversation with
the then Under Secretary of State
from the US Administration
responsible for the US policy
towards South Asia and Iran. I
urged him to open a dialogue with
the Iranian Government, given the
fact that Iran is an ancient civilisa-
tion, with a sizeab}e po'iulaﬁon
today, a large of which wants
r?oia)mal rﬁﬁopna:lwith the US and
a democratic system.

The situation of bilateral rela-
tions between India and Pakistan is
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different from that between the US
and Iran, but in Pakistan also, a large
section of the ion wants nor-
malisation o! ons with India,
and feels that as long as there is ani-
mosity between the two countries,
terrorism will thrive in Pakistan
with serious implications for secu-
rity of Pakistanis themselves. If there
is an issue that requires wide-
spread political support in India, it
isthe ofimproving bilat-
eral relations with Pakistan. Itis sad
that the efforts of former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh. did
not get the support from his own
party as well as the sition,
which would have enabled him to
carry forward the initiative that he
had undertaken. ,

The Energy and Resources
Institute has not projected the fact
that when Mr Singh became the
Prime Minister of India, the Chief
Minister of Punjab in Pakistan
decided to develop his birthplace
village Gah in Chakwal as a model
village. Teri then took the initiative
of providing a large number of
solar energy devices for that village.
A'team from this institute worked
over the years to see that these
devices functioned properly, and
this has received affection and
?lfa};]reciation from the entire pop-

ion of the village. If all meeguln—
ical ies had encouraged Mr
Singh, he would have been able to
visit his birthplace and bring about
a sea change in relations between
the two countries,

Mr Mod!i.'s initiative now

ires active follow up in concrete
termsmqun,esand the most sl:gtnble initia-
tive that India could undertake is to
first bring about cooperation il the
energy sector and ensure that
Pakistan which has serious power
problems is able to purchase elec-
tricity from India as well as 'Solar
equipment that could be used on 2
decentralised basis in ruralparts of
Pakistanas well as through a'major
rooftop solar programme in'the
towns and cities.

Following up on this, similar
cooperation could be extended to
include Nepal, Bhutan and
Bangladesh, with an integrated
power grid which would provide
economic benefits to each country.
Itis hoped that India will be able to

aconcrete ent for
géoﬂgbtemﬁon and partnership irt the
energy sector, which should be
implemented by involving not 6:2{
Government departments on bo
sides but also businessand research
organisations to create a platform
of collaboration which is durable
and comprehensive,

(The writer is director-general,
The Energy and Resources Instifuite)
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